
2025 CMCP Annual Business Conference

TITLE: From the Desk of the General Counsel

DATE & TIME: September 11, 2025; 9:00 am - 10:15 am

LOCATION: Hyatt Regency Downtown San Francisco SOMA - 50 3rd St., SF 94134

SESSION DESCRIPTION: “From the Desk of the GC: Evolving Role of the General Counsel”
will bring together leading chief legal officers to share insights on how GCs are shaping the
future of business in a complex global environment. From building more inclusive workplaces
to balancing ESG commitments with political risk, panelists will tackle the pressing challenges
facing corporate legal departments today. The session will also dive into the fast-changing
world of AI and agentic AI, exploring how legal teams can harness innovation responsibly while
staying ahead of ethical, regulatory, and strategic shifts.

SPEAKERS:

● Moderator: Kerry McLean (Intuit Inc.)
● Panelists:

○ Russell Elmer (ServiceNow)
○ Devora Navera Reed (Los Angeles Unified School District)
○ Chris Young (Squint)

MCLE Written Materials

Book

Benjamin W. Heineman Jr., The Inside Counsel Revolution: Resolving the
Partner-Guardian Tension (2016).

Podcasts

Gartner, The Strategic GC: General Counsel Podcast (Spotify 2025),
https://open.spotify.com/show/1gqmFxTn9PiCmnBYKQpG0W.

Governance Matters (Apple Podcasts 2025),
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/governance-matters/id1533466144.



Pinsent Masons, Brain Food for General Counsel: AI and the Legal Function (2025),
https://www.pinsentmasons.com/thinking/brain-food/general-counsel-podcast/17-
ai-and-the-legal-function.

Wolters Kluwer, Legal Leaders Exchange, Ep. 28 (2025),
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/expert-insights/podcast-legal-leaders-exchange
-episode-28.

Heidrick & Struggles, Leadership Podcast: Strategic Growth and ESG (2025),
https://www.heidrick.com/en/insights/podcasts/e81_heidrick-struggles-clo-and-cor
porate-secretary-on-strategic-growth-and-esg.

Articles & Online Sources

FTI Consulting, Artificial Intelligence and the Modern General Counsel: Driving
Innovation While Mitigating Risk (June 18, 2025),
https://www.fticonsulting.com/insights/articles/artificial-intelligence-modern-gener
al-counsel-driving-innovation-mitigating-risk.

Gaia Law, The Modern General Counsel: From Gatekeeper to Business Strategist
(2025), https://www.gaia.law/resources/modern-general-counsel.

David B. Wilkins et al., General Counsel Face ESG Headwinds, Harv. L. Sch. Ctr. on
the Legal Profession (June 2023),
https://clp.law.harvard.edu/article/general-counsel-face-esg-headwinds.

Thomson Reuters, Supporting ESG Efforts: Issue Strategies for In-House Counsel
(2024),
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/insights/articles/supporting-esg-efforts-issue-
strategies-for-in-house-counsel.

Arvind Narayanan et al., Achieving Responsible AI Through ESG (Sept. 16, 2024)
(preprint), https://arxiv.org/abs/2409.10520.

Haochen Zhang et al., Integrating ESG and AI: A Comprehensive Responsible AI
Assessment Framework (Aug. 1, 2024) (preprint), https://arxiv.org/abs/2408.00965.


